
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. David Jennings 

Department: Biology 

Email Address: dajenni@siue.edu 

Phone Number: 618-650-3614 

Campus Mail Box: 1651 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 

One funded student and up to one additional unfunded student. 

 

Which of the following apply to this position? 

[x] This position is ONLY open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

[] This project deals with social justice issues. 

[x] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues. 

[] This project deals with human health and wellness issues. 

[] This project deals with community outreach. 

[] This mentor’s project is interdisciplinary in nature. 

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?            

(Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9) 

10 Hours. 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit? 

BIOL 493, 1-2 credit hours. 

Location of research/creative activities: 

On campus (Field station) 

Are you willing to work with students from outside of your discipline? If yes, which other disciplines? 

No. 

 

 

 



Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity? 

This work is significant as the ponds that are surveyed represent a variety of habitats and are relatively 

undisturbed. Since these ponds have not been subjected to many of the changes experienced by ponds 

closer to agricultural fields or development, they are potential indicators of environmental health and 

can be used to monitor population changes over time. The primary role of the students in this study is to 

conduct weekly surveys in an effort to monitor diversity, population size, and reproductive success in a 

wide range of amphibians found on campus. Since this is a long-term project (6yrs), data collected can 

be used to analyze long-term trends, and assess possible causes of changes in amphibian populations. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities?  

Students will be responsible for conducting weekly surveys (3 days/week) of amphibians found in 

several ponds on campus. Specific responsibilities include: setting traps, checking traps, identifying and 

recording species, size, and stage of development of each individual captured, data entry and analysis. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities 

experience. As such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should 

your student(s) have learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of this experience, Students will have learned: (1) how to conduct field work on native 

populations, (2) how to properly identify, handle and care for amphibians found in Illinois (3) enter and 

analyze data on diversity and populations (4) present the results of scientific work in a public forum or 

conference. 

 

Requirements of Students 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them 

being able to set their own hours) please indicate all required days and times: 

Students must be available one afternoon, and the two following mornings/week. Specific days/times 

are flexible. 

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide 

their own transportation? 

Research is conducted on campus 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

No specific coursework required 

Other requirements or notes to applicants: 

n/a 


